
S h i p s i n C l a s s
Arlon, Bastogne, Breslau, Bruges, Busko, Charleroi, Gorzow, Jaroslaw,

Kessler, Krakow, Leuven, Liege, Lubin, Malbork, Poznan, Suwalki, Torun,

Toulon, Toumai

S e r v i c e L i f e
1883 to 1946PD

S p e c i f i c a t i o n
Mass: 88,500 tons

Length: 383 m

Beam: 45 m

Draught: 26 m

Acceleration: 519.6 G

Crew: 417 (63 Officers, 354 Enlisted)

Power:

2 RF/6 Dampierre 4 Fusion Reactors

Electronics

AG-25 Gravitic Detect ion Array

AR-26 Phased Radar Array

AL-26(a) Lidar Array

SLCF-19 18x8-channel Distributed Control System

ARBB-22 Electronic Coun te rmeasu res

Armament :

18 LME-3(c) Missile Tubes

4 L/75 Anti-Ship Lasers

4 L/66 Anti-Ship Lasers

8 LMC-8(g) Counter Missile Tubes

8 P/16x3 Laser Clusters

Magazines

162 E14 Impeller Drive Missiles

216 C2 Counter Missiles

4 LAD-24 Tethered ECM Decoys

Small Craft:

1 D.450 Ouragan-c\ass Pinnace

4 DB.100 Mercure-dass Cutters

D e s i g n a n d C o n s t r u c t i o n
The Bastogne-dass destroyer is t h e p roduc t of a design phi losophy

prevalent in t h e pre-war People's Navy. Faced with a large numbe r

of sys tems to be garr isoned, t h e Office of Planning ne eded copious

numbe r s of light comba t an t s for pe r imete r security forces. The

Bastogne is one of those designs .

The Bastogne class has been der ided by s ome within t h e People's

Navy as a "LAC with a gland condit ion and hyper capability". It has

nei ther t h e magaz ine space nor t h e defenses to survive sustained

comba t opera t ions , bu t is in tended to pack in t h e max imum

possible broads ide capability at t he expen s e of a credible energy

weapon dete r rence , magaz ine space and defenses . I t moun t s the

quick-firing bu t unreliable LME-3(c) launchers .

The Bastogne's defenses are sub-par across t h e spec t rum. The

magaz ine s t owage propor t ions of counter-missi les to ship-killers

is very low, especially in light of the ship's ext remely light energy

a rmamen t , with a cor responding reduct ion in point defense

efficiency. These shor tcomings have been exacerba ted by the gap

be tween Manticoran and Havenite electronics since t he start of t he

war.

The poor quality of its defenses and short endu r ance force t he

Bastogne out of two of t h e mos t c ommon roles for a destroyer.

With an endu r ance far shor ter than mos t of its con tempora r i e s and

an unba lanced weapon s fit heavy on offensive power, it is poorly

suited for escort dut ies and t h e lack of marines make it unsui ted

to anti-piracy opera t ions . Most Bastognes are found as advanced

screens for t h e wall of batt le, whe r e its role is to ge t its missiles off

quickly before it is des t royed, a fact tha t does not ende a r it to its

crews.

As a small concess ion to its reduced energy a rmamen t , t h e

Bastogne moun t s heavier beam weapon s than are normally seen

on a ship of its size. The difference is minimal, given t h e single laser

in each broads ide .

D o c t r i n a l N o t e s
With a weapon fit overba lanced towards offense, and an a lmost

suicidal sho r t age of defenses, t h e Bastogne-dass is used for high

speed drive-by passes, salvoing missiles and running as quickly as

possible. A secondary use of t h e Bastognes is as a lure on a raiding

mission, their task to pull enemy units into dispersed hun te r / seeke r

pat te rns to make t h em vulnerable to defeat in detail .

Its best tactic in comba t is to close quickly to opt imal missile range ,

ge t t ing t he max imum use out of its heavy broads ide , t h en retreat

and hope the enemy ' s bat t le d am a g e has rendered i t unab le or

unwilling to pursue . Its missile-heavy design can also be a liability

at close ranges , whe re shor ter tracking t ime and response loops

favor ships tha t are fast on the helm with heavy be am a rmamen t s .

One recent (and unor thodox) variant on s tandard doc t r ine

involves opera t ing Bastognes and Conquerors in divisional s t rength ,

s ta t ioned right on t h e hyper limit on a least-t ime course a long

the axis of threat . If t h e t iming is right, t h e missile-heavy ships

are well pos i t ioned to intercept and severely d am a g e t h e enemy 's

lead units as they come out of hyper. It is a cold, calculated move ,

balancing the probab le loss of t h e entire division agains t t he

d amag e they can inflict on the oppos ing force's screen before they

are dest royed.

N o t a b l e U n i t s a n d B a t t l e s
Some proposals have been put forth to modern ize t h e remainder

of the Bastognes still in service. PNS Bruges was chosen as a tes t

platform, replacing th ree missile t ube s in each broads ide with

lasers and spread ing the existing magaz ines among t h e remaining

launchers . While a much more survivable design, bo th in te rms of

its susta ined rate of fire and antimissile defenses, t h e cost was t o o

high to warran t a comp le t e refit for t h e remaining units.


